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that can become serious hazards because of peroxide formation. Sug-
gested time limits are given for retention or testing of these compounds
after opening the original container. Although some laboratories mark
containers of such chemicals with the date of receipt of the original
container, it should be recognized that such dating does not take into
account the unknown time span between original packaging of the chem-
ical and its date of receipt. The date of opening the original container
of a chemical that is a hazardous peroxide-former should always be
marked on the container. Labels such as that illustrated below should
be provided to all laboratory workers to affix to and date all samples
of peroxide-forming reagents that they receive.

The material in this appendix has been adapted from Reference 1.
This and Reference 2 should be consulted for additional information on
labeling and handling of peroxide-forming chemicals.

Table 1.2 gives examples of common laboratory chemicals that are
prone to form peroxides on exposure to air. The lists are not exhaustive,
and analogous compounds that have any of the structural features given
in Table I.I should be tested for the presence of peroxides before being
used as solvents or being distilled. The recommended retention times
begin with the date of synthesis or of opening the original container.

PEROXIDIZABLE COMPOUND

RECEIVED                     OPENED
DATE          _________________      ____________

DISCARD OR TEST WITHIN 6 MONTHS
AFTER OPENING
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